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FEDERAL FUNDING

‘Historic investment’

S8M for local contamination cleanup projects

—
By Pater Currier

pourrierilowe bun. com

LowWELL » U5, Rep. Lori
Trahan and 7.5, Sens. Eliz-
abeth Warren and Ed Mar-
key recently announced £8
millon in funding from
the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law will be used for
profects within Trahan's
district, induding a signif
icant portion that is going
to Lowell

The 858 milllon will be
used for brownfield d eanup
projects in communities
acmss the 3rd Congressio-
nal District Brownfields
are pieces of land that have
previoushy been somehow
ool aminated

“I voted for the Bipartisan

Infrastructure Law 1o make
long overdoe improverments
in communities large and
small acmss the Common-
wealth,” sald Trahan. “This
federal funding will give
Lowell, Laowrence, Clinton,
and the Merrimack Valley
Planning Commission the
PESOUTTES DEOESETY bo cotm-
plete revitalization projects
that will improve life for
hardworking families, cre-
ate good-paving jobs, and
strengthen our local econ-
omy for years to come.”

Thiecity of Lowell will re-
ceive 25 milion from that
ponl to cleanup a 5.7 acre
arca along the VFW High-
way that had been contam-
breated,

Lowell City Manager

Tom Golden sald the
cleanup of that area would
allow the city to “oomphete
the remediation of critical
open space” along the Mer
rimack River's north bank
*Thiz funding is a sig-
nificant step forward in
transforming this section
of the Centralvill e neighbor
hood indo a regional desti-
nation park,” sald Golden.
“EPA Brownfields funding
will not only help to revi-
talize onr commuonity, but
this project will serve as a
madd for dimate resiliency,
expanding and showeasing
our commitment to sus-
tainable and equitable ur-
ban development.”
Another S500,000 will
be given to Lowell to assess
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Planning Commission will
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF GREATER LOWELL
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Boys & Gils Club of Greater Lowell Executive Director Jog Hungler (back row)

Huynmh, Lt, Gov. Kirm Discoll, chub alum and Udiass Lowell 5T

vwonne Wekh, and Boys &
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Driscoll visits amid club's
expansion campaign

Submitted article

LowrLt » Lt Gov, Kim
Diriggol] toaired the Boys &
Girls Club of Greater Low-
ell May 17, viewing the
chali's ongoing renovation
construction and hearing
from impassioned commu-
nity members about the ime-
portance of Uhe club's vision
to end generational poverty
through its ambitions Be-
lieve & Become campaigmn.

During a roundtahle dis-
cussion with more than 70
community leaders amd
dozens of club staff and
suppaorters, Executive Di-
rector Jo¢ Hungler and
several community leads
em, including UMass Low-

ell Chancellor Julte Chen,
Theodore Edson Parker
Foundation board member
Sophy Theam, and Lowell
City Manager Tom Gaolden,
spoke passionately abouot
the club's ongoing renova-
tiod as a sound investment
not only in the dty's youth,
but also in the oommmumity.
The dizcussion was held in
the spacions: new café and
multipurpose community
room in a space previously
holding the clul's unused
i ing pool.

The club's $22.5 million
Believe & Become Cam-
paign aims to nearly dou-
ble the number of youth
served and transform the
neighborhood by renovat-
ing the current outdated

buildings with a state-of-
the-art facility.

Driscoll toured the club's
new food trock, which will
address fond insecarity the
expanded kitchen that will
be able to serve 450 mem-
bers o day, and the foondas
tlon of the new Teen Center
addition and classrooms,
which will allow the club
s serve more than doubde
the mumber of teens.

“There are 50 mamy good
things happening here at
the Boys & Girls Club and
in Lowdl, the way vou're
driving the economy, pro-
viding sducational oppor-
tunities, and supporting the
next generation,” Driscoll
said, "Our administration
bhalieves in the power of cit-
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b toens Hana Donkar and Allx

alum and Curry College graduate
» Girls Club of Greater Lowall Deputy Executive Director JuanCarlos Rivera during Driscoll's

fe=, And great cities don't
happen by accldent. It takes
intentionality, it takes com-
mitment, and it takes peo-
plewho care about the com-
munity who are all aligned
towards a shared vision.
And right now, [ don't think
anyone is doing that hetter
than Lowell.”

Johin Schiwah, chaic of
the Board of Tristess, 6-
formed the audience that
the Believe & Become cam-
paign is at a critical podnt,
with the nesd to raise §4
million by July 31 to secune
1.5 million in matching
fonds and keep construe-
tion on target. To date, the
campaign has raised %13
i oy of the $23.5 million
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The Five Minute Read

Temporary lane shifts
on |-495

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transporta-
ton annownced it will im-
plement dailly lane and/
or shoulder cdosures along
portions of Interstate 495
northbourd, betwesn the
Route 3A overpass and
Route 38 interchange in
Chelmsford and Lowell

The lane closures are
scheduled to start Sunday,
June 2, through Friclay,
June 7, betwesn the hoors
of 8 pm.. to 5 a.m. to al-
low erews to conduct side-
walk improvement work
safely and effectively.

The work will primar-

ily consist of maintenance
pavement resurfacing fex-
cluding befdges), utility
and drainage structure ad-
justments and pavement
marking impmovemsnts
Dirivers who are traveling
through the impacted ar-
ik should expect delays,
reduce speed and use can-
tion. All work is weather
dependent and subject o
cance lation or moclifica-
tiom.

For more inform at ion,
0 Lo IS 511, o0,

League of Women
Voters meeting

WESTFORDs Learn about
the League of Women Vit-

ers of Westford during
the organization’s an-
nual mesting on Wednes-
day, June 5, at 7 pam., at
the Westford Museum
2 Boston Roadl League
members will review the
Eroup's acoom plishment s
over the past vear, choose
the leadership team and
decide on activities for the
coming year, The meeat-
ing s an opportunity for
its members to influence
the commumity issues the
LWV of West ford will fo-
cus on and 1o learn maore
about the organization.
The League of Women
Volers is a nonpartisan, &-
sues-oriented organization
open to all - that en-

courages informed and ac-
tive participation in gov-
ernment. The League does
not support or oppose

any candidate or political
party. For more informa-
tion ahout the organiza-
tion, visit lwvwestfond.ong.

Community market
TEWHSBURY » The Tewks-
bury Community Mar-
ket starts it 1ith year on
Thursday, June &, from 4
to 7 pan. in the parking
lot Behind the Recmation
Center at 288 Livingston
5t. The market runs every
Thurscday until the end of
September

Opening day features 30
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CRIME

By Aaron Curtis

acurtag laedlan som

LOWELL » A foot chase
downtown on Tuesday be-
tween police and a war-
rant suspect ended with
the arrest of the suspect

a 21]-;\.1';1:-(:-'51! Lowell
man — and the sebure of a
stash of firearms and am-
it o,

Henry Garcla, wanted
by police on warrants for
charges including armed
robbery and larceny, al-
legedly abandoned a
sawed-off shotgun, an AR-
stvle rifhe, and a A5-caliber
handgun during the pur-
suit, according to Lowell
Police reparts.

The incident began on
Taesday afternoon, when
police went to an apart-
mert at 338 Markat 5L in
an attempt to track down
Garcia. While police wene
at the door, a detective
spotted Garda lower him-
self from a second-floor bal-
cony onto asidewalk along
Wiorthen Street, In the pro-
cess, Garcla was allegedly
soen dropping a “black bag
with vellow sunflowers.”
According to police, Gar-
cia “tried to pick that bag
up but failed to do so” and
then took off on Daot.

During the ensuing
chase with police that saw
Garcia flee down Mar-
ket Street, toward Datton
Street, Garcla “dropped
a firearm from his waist-
band,” podice said.

Garcia was eventually
wrangled in and surren-
dlered,

Ingide the black bag,
police said they found a
12-gauge shot gun, and five
shotgun shells, The shot-
guns harred was approx-
imately 14 inches long,
meaning it qualified as a
sawed-off shotgun, ac cord-
ing to the police report.

Additionally inside the
bag was a 5.56mm high-cae
pacity AR-style rifle that
police said appeared to
be a “ghast gun” doe o its
lack of serial numbeer, mak-
ing in untraceable. There
was also a high-capacity
feeding device in the bag
that comained 12 rounds
of ammunition. Police said
the fecding device had the
capacity to hobd “at least
30 rounds.”

The A4S5-caliber hamxigun
Garcia allegedly dropped
o the sidewalk during the
chase held seven rounds in
its magazineg,

Gaare b wias armigned on
Wednesday in Lowell Dis-
trict Courton three counts
of carrying a firearm with-
out a license, carrying a
loaded firearm without a
license, two counts of pos-
SE S50 l:!if ammunition
without a firearm identifi
cation card, possession of

Police: Warrant
suspect had stash
of guns, ammo

Lowell man, 20, was sought for
armed robbery, larceny charges

a sawed-off shotgun, pos-
sesslon of large capacity
firearm, and possession of
lamge capacity feeding de-
VIEE,

Judge Willlam Travaun
Bailey ordered Garcia be
hedld without bail pemling
a BEA dangerousness hear-
ing scheduled to take place
on Monday. The hearing
will be used 1o determine
if Garcia poses a threat
to the public, and if so, if
he should remain behind
bars as his case progresses
in court,

Garcin's atborney, Jean-
faine Mereure, declingd Lo
comment about the case.

Police said Garcia's
warranls included one
that came about after he
allegedly stole approxi-
mately §2,400 worth of
micrchandise fom Target
in Lowesll, where he was
employed at the time.

In November, Tar-
et staff contacted police
about an internal investi-
gation involving Garcia
Podice =aid surveillance
footage at the store al
legedly captured Gamcia re-
moving merchandige pro-
tection, concealing and
stealing items induding
Apple Airpods, an iPad
Mini, and cologne

In another incldent, puo-
lice said Gamia was spot-
ted on survell lanoe remov
ing two 6ts of Apple Alr-
pods and two {Pad Minis
from the stockroom. He
then allegedly “comno=aled
them in his cart and
brought them into the fit-
ting room.” Police said
when Garcia exits the fit.
ting room, the four items
are no longer on the cart
Absout a mimte later, two
males enter the fit[:l!lp:
room, and exit a minute
later. A minute after that,
one of thase two males re-
enters the fitting room and
exits 15 seconds later,

During this time, polioes
sald Garda is observed in
“the women's fashion sec-
tion actively looking at the
Atting moms while the two
males are inside”

Garcia was charged
with larceny over §1,2040,
and subsequently fired
from Target. He had been
working there for a litthe
more than a month at the
time of his termination,
podice said

Another warrant filec
for Garcla was for the
charges of armed and
masked robbery, assault
and hattery with adanger-
DS WL, |.kr|:1:t‘|.!| over
£1.200, vandalizing prop-
erty, and Kidnapping. The
detafls of this case were
not immediately mvailable.

Follow Aaron Curtis on
X, formerly known as
Twitter, @asclahcurtis
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ISRAEL-HAMAS

Biden details hostage deal aimed at winding down war

By Aamer Madhani,
Chris Megeran and
Dardene Superville
The Aweoviated Preaa

WASHINGTON » President
Joe Biden on Friday de-
tailed a three-phase deal
proposed by Israel to
Hamas militants that he
says would lead to the re-
lease of the remaining hos-
tages in Gaza and could
end the grinding, nearly
f-month-old Mideast war.
Biden added that Hamas
is “no longer capablbe™ of
carrying out another large-
scale attack on Israel as he
urged lsracks and Hamas
o come o a deal to release
the remaining hostages for
an extended cease-fire.
The Democratic presi-
dent in remarks from the
White House called the
proposal “a road map toan
enduring cease-fire and the
rel ease of all hostages.”
Biden said the first phase
of the proposed deal would
would last for six weeks
and would include & “full
and complete cease-fire,” a
withdrawal of Israeli forces

from all densely populated
areas of Gaz and the re-
lease of a number of hos-
tages, Induding women, the
elderdy and the wounded, in
exchange for the release of
hundreds of Palestinian
prisoners.

American hostages
would be released at this
stage, and remains of hos-
tages who have been killed
woulld be returned o their
familles Humanitarian as-
sistances would surge during
the first phase, with 600
trucks being allowed into
Gaza each day

The second phase would
include the release of all re-
maining | ving hostages, in-
cuding male soldiers, and
Isrmeli foroes would with-
draw from Gaza.

“And as long as Hamas
lives up to its com mitments,
the temporarny cease-fire
would become, in the wornds
of the lsradi proposal, the
cessation of hostilities per-
manently,” Biden said,

The third phase calls for
the start of a major recon-
struction of Gaza, which
faces decades of rebuilding

from devastation caused by
the war. The 41 page Is-
raeli proposal was irans-
mitted to Hamas on Thurs-
day.

Meanwhile, congressio-
nil leaders on Friday in-
vited Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Metanyahu to de-
liver an address at the US.
Capltol. The invitation from
House Speaker Mike John-
som, & Republican, and Sen-
ate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, a Democrat, has
been in the works for some
time though there is great
concern, especially among
the Democrats, about Isra-
els pursuit of the war,

Mo date for the speech
was sel.

Biden acknowledged that
keeping the Israeli proposal
on track would be difficult,
saying there were a number
of “details to negotiate™ to
move from the first phase
to the second.

One roadblock to over-
come during the first phase
would involve the two sdes
agreeing on the ratio of hos-
ages to prisoners to be me-
leased during the next

phase, according to a se-
nior Biden administration
official who briefed report-
ers on the condition of an-
onymity.

Bidens remarks came
as the Israeli military con-
firmed that its forces are
now operating in central
parts of Rafah in fts ex
panding offensive in the
southern Gaza city. Biden
called it “a truly a deci-
sive moment” He added
that Hamas said it wants
a ceasefire and that an Is-
racli-phased deal is an op-
portunity to prove “whether
they really mean it.”

But even as Biden pressed
for the “war to end and for
the day after to begin" Is-
racli officials have made
clear they remain commit-
ted to a miitary defeal of
Hamas.

The Democrat is in the
midst of a tough reelection
battle and has faced back-
lash from some on the po-
litical left who want to see
him put greater pressume on
Metanyahu's government to
end the war.

Metanyaho's office in a

statement following Blden's
specch said that be autho-
rized lsradl’s hostage nego-
tiati ng team to find a way to
release the remaining hos-
lages,

But the lsraclis makitain
“the war will not end until
all of its goals are achieved,
induding the mturn of all
our abdoetes and the elim-
ination of Hamas" military
and governmental capabil-
itles” The prime minkster's
office also called for the “ex-
actoutline” proposed by Is-
rael to be followed.

Matt Duss, executive
vice president for the Cen-
ter for Internatbonal Pol-
fey in Washington, said
the MNetanyahu reaction
suggested the =possibility
of daylight between a pro-
posal Israel would accept
and what President Biden
ocutlined,”

Hamas sald In a state-
ment it viewed the proposal
presented by Biden “pos-
itively” and called on the
lsraelis to declare explicit
commitment to an agree-
ment that includes a per-
manent ceasefire, a com-

plete withdrawal of lsrasli
troops from Gaza, a pris-
oner exchange and other
conditions

Israel has faced grow-
ing international criticism
for s strategy of system-
atic destruction in Gaza, at
a huge cost in dvilian lives.
Iaraell bombardments and
ground offensves [n the be-
sieged territory have killed
more than 346,000 Pales-
tinlans, according to Ga-
za's Health Ministry, which
does not distinguish be-
tween combatants and ci-
vilians,

Biden also addressed
those in Israel who re-
sist ending the war. Some
members of MNetanyahu's
farright coalition have ap-
posed any deal that falls
short of eradicating Hamas
and they have called for an
enduring occupation of
Gaza,

“They want to keep
fighting for years, and
the hostages are not a
priority to them,” Biden
said. *I've urged leader-
ship of Israesl to stand be-
hind this deal”
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budget, which increased by
mare than £5 million due to
rising costs from the pan-
demic and inflation.

“It is a big challenge, no
doubt, but we are confident
that our community and
supparters will recognize
that Believe & Become is
about far more than a build-
ing and far more than the
Boys & Gis Cliib,” Schwah
sald. “The impact of this ini-
tiative will have an immea-
surabde impact on our com-
munitys education, health,
and economic vitality over
the next 100 years or mom
as we work together to
change the future of a gen-
eration and seek toend gen-
emtional poverty.”

Several current and for-
mer Club teens spoke to
Driscoll on the importance
of their Boys & Girls Clubin
their cwn lives and in the
community. Former club
miember and Youth of the
Year Yvonne Welsh shared
her gratitude for the Boys
& Girds Club and the impor-
tance of giving members a
new, renovated space.

“l am so excited about
the new space at the Boys
& Girlz Club because it
up 50 muoch mone o

Raymond D. Lamy
1955 - June 4 - 2022
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& =GRS CLUB OF GREATER LOWELL

From left, Lt. Gov. Kim Deiscoll Boys & Girks Club of Greates Lowel Executive Director Joe
Hungler, Lowell City Manager Tam Gaolden, UMass Lowell Chancelor Julie Chen and Boys
& Gkls Club of Greater Lowell alum and UMass Lowell biomedical engineering student
Kemigisa Adyed during Dilscolls May 17, 20 24visit to the club

partunity for youth in Low-
ell to grow and learn and
develop,” said Welsh, who
is graduating from Curry
College as a commencement
speaker, and is heading to
Boston College to study for
her master’s degres,

The Believe & Become
project is transforming an
aging facility and crum-
bling infrastructure into
a modern learning center
with sustainable and flexi-
ble program spaces, In ad-
dition to the café highlights
include an entirely new teen
center that will accommo-
dat e program s for 2 50 leens

each day, more than double
the current capacity of 100.
The expansion emphasizes
the pathwiy and workforoe
development programs de-
signed to support youth to
graduate from high school
and develop a plan for their
future

Hungler thanked Driscoll
and the dozens of commu-
nity keaders for taking time
from their busy schedules
to visit the club and hear
the update on the Believe
& Beoome campalgn,

“A project of this magni-
tude takes commitment and
support from every aspect

of our |.'u|.1:|m||.:'|.'i!5' {rom
education and economlede
velopment to philanthropic
and public safety. We are
0 incredibly grateful for
the outpouring of support
for this effort to give our
kids and teens the facil
ity and programs they de-
serve,” Hungler said. “We
need a strong push to take
this campaign o the fin-
ish line, and I'm confident
we will get there. [ cannot
tell you how much it means
to these kids and teens to
kmovw their community val-
ues them and believes in
them "

ECONOMY

Key inflation gauge
rises at slower pace

By Christopher

Rugaber
Tl Axsociufod Pres

WASHINOTON = A price
gauge closely tracked by
the Faderal Reserve eoodsd
slightly last month, a sign
that inflation may be eas-
ing after running high in
the first three months of
this year.

Friday's report from
the Commerce Depart-
ment showed that an in-
dex that excludes vola-
tile food and enengy costs
rose (L3% from Aarch to
April down from 0.3% in
the previous month. It was
the mildest such increase
so far this year.

Measmred from B months
earlier, such so-called “oone”
prices climbed 2.8% InApedl,
the same as in March COver-
all inflation increased 0.3%
from March to April, the
same as in the previous
month, and 2.7% from avear
earlier, also unchanged from
Marcl's figure.

The latest figures could
provide some tentative re-
assirance for Fed offlicials,
whoaggressively raksed in-
terest rates to fight infla-
tion, that price pressures
are easing. Chalr Jerome
Powell has said he expects
inflation, after picking up
in the first three months of
2024, to resume conling in
the coming months. Pow-
ell has cautionald, thowgh,
that the central hank neads
“greater confidence” that
inflation is sustainably
slowing before it would
consder cutting mtes,

“April is a first step in
the right direction, but
much work remains,” sald
Stephen Stanley, chief UL.S.
economist at Santander,
an investment bank

The Fed tends to favor
the inflation gauge that the
government Bsued Friday

the personal consump-
tion expenditares price
index over the bet-
ter-known consumer price
index. The PCE index tries
to account for changes in
how people shop when in-

flation jumps. It can cap-

ture, for example, when
consumers switch from
pricier national brands to
cheaper store brands,

In flation fell sharply in
the second half of last year
before sticking well above
the Fed’s 2% target in the
first few months of 2024
With polls showing that
costlier rents, groceries
and gasoline are angering
volers as the presidential
campaign intensifies, Don-
ald Trump and his Repub-
lican allies have sought to
heap the blame on Presi-
dent Joe Biden.

Fridays report also
showed that income
gnnﬂh showed] and sperd-
ing cooled sharply im
April, a trend that could
help moderate economic
growth and inflation in the
coming months and poten-
tially please the Fed.

Adjusted for inflation,
aflter-tax incomes fell 0.9
in April, the second such
drop this year. Consumer
spending also declined
0.1% when adjusted for
inflation, a sign that eco-
fomie grl:l'lh'[h. may e
main modest in the cur-
rent April-June quarter.
The Fed will likely see
such data asevidence that
the economy is cooling in
a way that could restrain
inflation later this yvear,

Many Americans, par-
ticularly lower-income
workers, hive been pall-
ing back on spending as
they struggle to keep up
with rising cxpenses, lead-
ing some buginesses torein
in prices. In recent weeks,
chains incloding MeDon-
ald's, Target and Walmart
have announced price re-
ductions or temporary dis-
coumt deals,

Grooery prices ensed last
maonth, according to Fri-
day’s report, though they're
still up significantly from
before the pandemic. The
prices of long-lasting goods
nlso dropped, lod by less ex-
pensive new and used cars,
furnitore and appliances.
The cost of used cars has
declined nearly 5% over the
past year.

Funding
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the Merrimack Valley.
“MVPC is thrilled to re-
ceive funding from the US
Environmental Protection
Agency Brownfidds Pro-
gram,” said MVPC Execu-
tive Director Jerrard Whit-
ten. “Thiz funding provides

critical resources for reha-
hilitating key properties
across the Merrimack Val-
ey, We are grateful for the
continued support of the
EPA and our Federal legis-
lative delegation in recog-
nizing the importance of
this funding in unlocking
housing. community, and
economic development op-
portunities across the ct-
fes and towns in our re-

gion”

Other funding includes
£1 million to clean up four
sites in Lawrence, as well
as 8500000 to clean up the
Rockbestos-Surprenant Ca-
bile Corp. facility in Qinton.

Warren called the fund-
Ing from the infrastrecture
hill *a great win® for the en-
vironment,

“I'm over the moon that
we'll be ahle to invest in our

communities, create jobs,
and clean up sites across
the Commonwealth with
this funding.™ said Warren,
=This iz a great win for our
environment, our commu-
nities, and our kids who ane
going to reap the benefits
for genemtlons W come.”

Markey called it a “his-
toric investment”

“Its simple — we know
that Brownfields grants

unlock vital funding to
free our towns and cities
from dangerous pollution
and toxic contamination,”
said Markey., “This his-
toric investment will bring
cleaner water, land, and air
10 communpities across the
Commuonwealth and deliver
a more Hvable future with
green spaces to work, live,
and pla.”
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vendors will be on hand
offering farm-fresh veg-
etables, fresl-baked des-
serts, cold-pressed juioe as
widl as other food choices
such as mae and cheese,
seafood and barbecus. Or
browse the creations made

by local artisans and craft-
ers. Food trucks serving
meal pies, churroes and
empanadas will also be on
site. The market has mome
than 70 vendors and its
lineup changes foom week
0 week,

Most vendors accept
both cash and credit. For
Information, viskt tewks-
burymarket.com or eall
GT8-640- 4400 ext. 205

Program for reducing
child abuse

LOWELL » The Mahoney
Family Fund presents
“Bigns, Symptoms & Solu-
tions of Chidld Abuse and
Domestic Violence,” on
Friday, June 7, from 8

to 10 a.m., at the Long
Meadow Golf Club, 165
Havilah St The compli-
mentary breakfast begins

at & am., and the pro-
gram at 8:30 a.m. The ed-
ucational event highlights
evidence-based research
to bring awareness and
find solutions to prevent
domestic violence and
child abuse,

The panel includes
state Rep Tram Mguyen,
Stacke LeBlanc, co-
founder of The Up Insti-
tute, and Detective Mi-

guel Quinones, in the
Lowel]l Police Depart-
ment’s Family Services
Unit.

The event is free, but
registration is requined
for planning purposes.
To register, vislt bit.ly/4d-
VCBEe. For information,
call 972-6T2-T152 or email
mauresn & mahoneyfami-
Iyfand.com.
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